
March 7, 2006

Dear Friends:

It has been two months since the new Medicare prescription program took effect. With only two

months to go before the free enrollment period ends, far too many Americans remain confused about

this program and its requirements. Some 17 million eligible Americans have yet to sign up. The

deadline to do so without penalty is May 15, 2006. If folks sign up after May 15, they will be subject to a significant

penalty: an increase in monthly premiums of one percent for every month past the deadline that they fail to sign up.
It is important to note that I did not vote for the bill that created this program. Unlike traditional Medicare, which essentially

puts money in the hands of seniors to go to the doctor or hospital of their choosing, the prescription drug program puts

the money in the hands of insurance companies which decide what plans to offer seniors. I felt the program could become

too costly too quickly.
Democrats in Congress are looking to make systematic changes to the program, including extending the enrollment

deadline so that you are not charged an arbitrary penalty. Soon I will introduce legislation to prevent prescription drug

providers from eliminating drugs from the plan you choose for the term of your year-long contract with that provider. This

would ensure that if you signed up for a particular plan because it offered a particular drug, that drug's availability to

you will not be compromised.
In the meantime, I want to help. I have caseworkers in my Los Angeles office who are ready to help you get the answers

you need. Just call my office at (213) 483-1425. On the back of this card, I have included some helpful resources that

you can use to get help signing up. I've also listed some events that I am hosting where I will bring experts to various

venues throughout my congressional district to answer your questions. This is your money that your government is

spending, and though not a perfect plan by any means, you are entitled to any potential advantages it may offer.
And back in Washington, D.C., I will continue to work toward creating a better, simpler, more inclusive prescription drug

program under Medicare. Because that is exactly what you deserve.I hope you find this information of service to you. And don't forget, the deadline to sign up without penalty is May 15,

2006.

Sincerely,

XAVIER BECERRA
Member of Congress

CONGRESSMAN XAVIER BECERRA
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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At a recent “Coffee with Your Congressman,” Congressman Becerra discussed
the Medicare Part D Prescription Drug program with constituents.

How to Contact Congressman Becerra IN LOS ANGELES
1910 Sunset Blvd., #560
Los Angeles, CA 90026
(213) 483-1425

IN WASHINGTON D.C.
1119 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-6235

Please visit my Web site and click “Sign Me Up!” to receive periodic
e-updates and my regular e-newsletter, “The Becerra Bulletin.”

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS…
KNOW YOUR OBLIGATIONS…

THE GOVERNMENT’S MEDICARE PROGRAM
HAS RESOURCES TO HELP YOU MAKE AN
INFORMED DECISION CONCERNING YOUR

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE

Call: 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227)
TTY: 1-877-486-2048

Or if you prefer, log on to www.medicare.gov on the Web.

Caseworkers in my Los Angeles office are ready to
help you get the answers you need. See contact
information at the bottom of this page.

FUTURE EVENTS AND RELEVANT DATES
There are over 59 Medicare Advantage plans of varying
quality and options offered by 16 companies in Los Angeles
County. On top of that, there are 47 stand-alone prescription
drug plans offered by 19 companies serving the entire state of
California. In the coming weeks, I will be hosting a number of
local events to which I will bring experts on the Medicare
prescription drug program. I want to give you a chance to ask
questions of these experts before deciding on what plan, if
any, best benefits you.

MARCH 21, 2006
10:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Elysian Valley Recreation Center
1811 Ripple St, Los Angeles, CA 90039
Congressman Becerra will be ready to answer your questions.

APRIL 4, 2006
10 to 11:30 a.m.
Eagle Rock Senior Center
1110 Eagle Vista Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90041
Congressman Becerra's staff will be joined by an expert from
the Health Consumer Center to answer your questions.

APRIL 7, 2006 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Hollywood Multi-Purpose Senior Center
1360 N St. Andrews Place, Los Angeles, CA 90028
Congressman Becerra's staff will be joined by an expert from the
Center for Health Care Rights who will be ready to answer your
questions.

MAY 15, 2006
ENROLLMENT DEADLINE TO SIGN UP FOR MEDICARE'S
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM
(Remember, if you do not sign up by May15 you will be subject
to a significant penalty.)

More events will be added as the next few weeks progress.
Please check back with my Web site (http://becerra.house.gov)
to get an updated schedule.

Congressman Becerra went to the Slauson Senior Center on February 10 to
answer questions and provide relevant information on the Medicare Part D
prescription drug program.

“This is your money that your government is spending, and though not a perfect  
plan by any means, you are entitled to any potential advantages it may offer.”

– Congressman Xavier Becerra

Becerra.House.gov


